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is again to be permitted to regulate the action of Government,
then we mournfully anticipate that the picture of Bengal will
be more and more humiliating. We do not for a moment im-
agine that there will be danger of want or starvation; on
the contrary, a famine would perhaps stave ofi the other evil
for years, by forcing large classes to take to labour in order to
reserve life. There will be ease and plenty, so far as ease is com-
patible with unwholesome water, endemic fever,, and encroach-
ing vegetation: but all attempts to develop the resources of
the country, to check its growing insanitation, to inspire phy-
sical energy into its population, will be at an end. Assam was,
as Major Sherer tells us, once at least as energetic a country as
Bengal; its works, its tanks, its embankments at least as nume
rous ; and the ruin which has overtaken them will slowly but
surely overtake the works in Bengal